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Studied social science and journalism at university. She assumed her present profession after spending some time in

AXIS Magazine's editorial department. A magazine and newspaper contributor, her main focus is design, architecture, and art.
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Redeeming the pride of a furniture production area
A project by Zilio A&C and Tomoko Azumi

Udine in northeastern Italy has been known as a production area involved in manu-
facturing products for major furniture companies. A number of small and medium
scale manufacturers are going out of business and the area Is declining as a manu-
facturing center due to an increasing number of furniture companies shifting their
production sites to Asian nations where low labor costs allow them to curtall their
expenses. In light of this situation, Zilio A&C (hereafter referred to as "Zilio") founded
in 1930 has launched a new initiative.

The project started in 2005. A new brand under the company’s name was
launched with the participation of Tomoko Azurmi of t.n.a. design studio, a London-
based designer who was introduced by designer Arne Vehovar

Azumi says, "Since Zilio was a subcontractor mainly for major corparations and
dedicated to assembling wooden parts made locally, it had no connection with
design shops and other such venues, so we aimed for products that could be sold
widely even in shops overseas.”

One of the latest furniture pieces they developed is a collapsible chair called pa-
tan. A clothes rack Tra-ra has also been completed. According to Azumi, they are at-
tempts to realize furniture that possesses a serene presence while combining and
applying existing forms.

“We don't want to end just with making presentable furniture with an outside
designer, because we should be able to demonstrate the real potential and culture
of the area to the world once again by reviving our sincere approach to making fur-
niture.” (Azumi)

Although now five years from the onset of the project, it will take much more
time to revitalize the entire production area. Nevertheless, it is a giant step forward.
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Aiming to expand business into overseas markets, the designers at-
tempted designs that realize flat-pack shipment, a method that is conve-
nient for distribution. The photos show the collapsible chair Patan and
the clothes rack Tra-ra.




